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When this soul is finally released from the body,
Videha Mukti (release from the body and salva-
tion) 'is attained by the soul. The apparent
individual soul unites with the Cosmic Soul or
God. Only Nirgima Brahmam (God without at
tributes) is real. Sagima Brahmam or Iswar is
God with auspicious attributes. This results when
Brahmam is associated with Maya. Yet, Sankara
composed songs  praising Ganapathi, Siva,
Vishnu, Kumara.Sakti (Ambal) and Soorya and
asked his followers to worship them to get Bhakti.

This Siddhanta was expounded by Shri Gou-
dapada who lived in Badrinath in the 8th Cen-
tury A.D. Adi Sankara, who lived in the later part
of the 8th century learnt this Siddhanta from
Govindapada, the disciple of Goudapada.

Adi Sankara quoted the following statements
(MahaVakias in the Upanishads in support of his
Advaita:

"Aham Brahmam Asmi" - I am Brahmam

(Brihadaranyaka Upan. 1 - 4 " 10)
'Tat Tvam Asi" - That thou art

(Chaandokya^Upan. 6-6-3)
"Ayam Aatma Brahma" - The soul is Brahmam

(Brihada. Upan. 2-5-19)
The theory ofSuperimposition was accepted
only by Adi Sankara and the Bauddhas.

D:  What is Visishtadvaita, Sir ?

P:   It is the doctrine of qualified monism. Sri
Ramanuja the exponent of this doctrine says
that it has its support in the Upanishads and
was nourished by Bodhayana of the 6th century
B.C. and later by Tanka, Dramida, Guhadeva,
Alwars, Nathanmni and Yamimacharia. Some
of them lived even before Adi Sankara.